Stone Soup
We would like to present Stone Soup, based on a classic folktale.

T1:
I am so tired of walking and I am so, so hungry!
T2:
Me, too.  I’m starving!  I wonder if we can get something to eat from the 
people in this village?

S1:
It’s worth a try.  There’s no harm in asking.

V1:
Uh, oh.  Everybody – look!  Here come two travelers.  I’ll bet they’re 
hungry!
V2:
Quick, we have to hide our food.  I’ll put my vegetables under my bed.
V3:
I’ll hide my animals in the bathroom!  Here, chicky-chick-chicks – into the 
bathtub you go.

T1:
(knocking at the first door)  Good evening, good citizen.  Could you spare a 
bit of food for two hungry travelers?

V1:
Oh, I’m so sorry.  I’m hungry, too.  It’s been a poor harvest.  I don’t have 
anything to eat – even for myself.  Perhaps in the next village someone will 
be able to help you.
T2:
Hmmm, I see.  A bad harvest you say.  Well, thanks anyway.  
T1:
Perhaps the next villager is a more successful farmer.  (knocks at the second 
door).  Good evening.  We’re very hungry.  Do you 
have a bit of food to 
spare?

V2:
Oh, I’m so sorry.  It’s too bad that I already gave all my food to 
travelers 
who came just before you got here.

S2:
Hmmm, I see.  How very generous you must have been to give away so 
much to other travelers!  Thank you anyway.  Good evening.

S1:
Well, isn’t that puzzling.  The first villager didn’t grow anything and the 
second villager has already given everything away.  Let’s try one more.  
(knocking at third door).  Good evening.  Do you have a little food to share 
with two hungry travelers?

V3:
Oh, dear.  I would if I could but I’ve already shared with my neighbours and I 
don’t have anything left!
S1:
My goodness!  What a generous person you must be!  It seems that you and 
your neighbours are as starving as we are.

S2:
We will have to make stone soup.


(villagers poke their heads out of their doors)

V3:
(coming out of door) Stone soup?  Did you say stone soup?

V2:  
Stone soup?  Do you mean you can make soup out  of stones?  
V1:
Stone soup?  I would sure like to know how to make soup out of stones!

T1:
We’ll be happy to teach you, won’t we?

T2:
Oh, yes.  It’s one of our favourite recipes!

T1:
First we’ll need a large pot.

V1:
I have a pot (brings it on stage)

T2:
Now we need water to fill it.

V2:
I can bring some water (carries it on stage and pretends to put it into pot)

T1:
Now we just need three round, smooth stones.


(each of the villagers gets one and puts it in the pot)

T2:
Any soup needs salt and pepper.

V3:
I’ll get it (adds it to pot)

T1:
Stones like these generally make good soup.  But, oh, if there were carrots, 
it would be much better.

V1:
I think I can find a few carrots (adds them)

T2:
A good stone soup should have onions but there’s no sense in asking for 
what you don’t have.

V2:
I think I can find an onion somewhere (adds it)

T1:
(stirs and tastes).  Mmm…very good…too bad there isn’t a bit of chicken to 
add.

V3:
Well, I do have one chicken I was saving…. (adds it)

T2:
(tastes soup) – This stone soup is getting to be very tasty.  When we made 
stone soup for the king, I remember it had potatoes and celery in it.

T1:
What a pity that we don’t have any potatoes and celery – then you could eat 
soup just like the soup we made for the king.

V1:
You made soup for the king?  I think I have a couple of potatoes.

V2:
And look – I found some celery – just like you put in the soup for the king!
T1:
I do believe that the soup is ready.

T2:
It’s too bad we don’t have some bread and cheese to go with it.

V3:
I do have one spare loaf of bread.

V1:
I just remembered where I have saved a little cheese.

T1:
Now we can all have a feast!
V2:
What an amazing discovery!  Now we will never go hungry, now that we 
know how to make soup from stones.

T2:
Yup.  It’s amazing how generous people become once they have discovered 
stone soup.  (both soldiers wink at the audience.)

